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t»! “ B<lac>lii»i wu 

I cnn-rrMliimut lll•llrllli btiJ (*f fcr"(iJrs tUJCt- 

' M»d lutviHg i«Wa Cib«Jf(4| ub “ ''■ 

It urieht, in klw IbU TMwmrt 
" J fpr thtt nahl«M 

if fiU- 


Misv peoplTj if fiWijtrd: l(i stM4 Umii 
I yWi, wmiJ/duwovTTT. lo Uiuir biKin»ihni^.«lL 
I tltfl, ihty tlill 4 p IwTiov® ■cuetHins lit* 

I thit. ©nW Ctrl llIMT wt fo™s 

* bcimj brilvd^ t^Utd in vheis mufut irevMB. 

ffliRlii •mflic*. 

Wd krpvf Bntj tens uccii Ihnl ilwrp is an 
oppnkbe lelitnl of UHnight tfl’ilnj wKinl fotura 
to tpoch ai«T dojjmiiic mliBinit* ■wnioh fotn™ 
to ■■ rcpreai '* «W tuEnttififriJ, jmd -wUch 
tlw Wtmg IflIHinIs or lIlB pl^l VCTT 

UUte tipuia-itock !n ’nhidi In ftttidi It^l. 
mud to Itib MBa of Ijlwrty iHid fr*«ilfl(n 
iMvto llin ohiEd ml Lbn mare/ of tlut toH« 

tyraot, dplf^ , 

Iti the ml(t>a oT tlifw (El3ira1:tiP» %m 
OpMWnS !■ |L 

tpnefarT and a dfl«P liinktr, Iwgan in a raodinA 
way wjnn Lhirty Tviv jnart ago to nfiKiaJ her 
teonfaina BDUHtgal thoaa w^»o ■arem firuintmalt 
awwfl that tlia Iteai *»» nal bwng called 
fortJt from tht (OuUilreB wlinm Qoci wet ]r*nt 
to he IheET haet ami to dn thetr 
She bi^nn hy bandiitK paninti 
atudy ton pfiistipte* iirJctlyi«j{ 
toe, UmV they might niaka ihr p! 
ejilton is in atHMjafitieTe, a dieeipluw and a 
tiff*,’' a hoBsnhnld reality. 81it iheii beigan 
to lenbi trichcr* id that “ lhe flovrcn™ pt 
hatne '" ihoiild not ha a repTbadt and a 
aturohlinjr'bloclL. birt a prepntM- an toond lira** 
of all fiilan! and eantutaeoa fidgtitlafui 
work. Dor atodiinto and lha work a 
l^blrra liic forttnddd are now to bn foo 
very many fcJionU aa well, ID Uisl it i» 
poaMhIr fto a child lo heato to Imini li 
uid writn w-itU tltn inlemt, batiiu 
tastes already nxpandiniE whidi beconut 
Uto ltrt''a work, Ilf the frentaliva Irirnre tot 
ita eld age. The Mh«fna wtolcod to oil theae 
twine* a*to kLiuIi ia well knodf n 
Farento* On1<Ki School ptoflratuiiQ. 
tbn wwrk to prntiiired aud eiuTted on 
definite inoUea and iitlcntion, tfiai al 
h(t done “ Ob a ecll^oiu baida,'" th 
nilHHi itiBl all knnwTndge ia tbe glf1 
Holy Ofaoit received from ahove, ai 
tie riplimied to (lod ilr torvito- 
'Clui nicugnitinn of tba Divine wai 
the Into ipiJritof the fitat Hotuuiuiicer whal. 
«vnr ill lauT maitifeMnllcna may have bpen, 
and Ifvn befuto otar eye* liill iu the frHcoea 
of llm " Vwilled Bwk ' ^ of lha SjBniih 
(lupel of Morii liovelLa. IL may lM^— 
who kmiwiT'-dhe iiHidriof ipirH of a new 
Renutonce when men will no tongnr diuniia 
aa “ hif^i'brow " o InDginn fur ihe beet and 
blghesi, ur Minabbln orvrr lutoo* to an pud 
when thuy have realixed that vrladom ia lahuva 
” kingdvQi* obJ thfonei," namely, Itie narkii 
Kwar.l^, and wbrjlarn to^i^ .if till- 


laucht fh*l tho Lroe Elngdotn. 

Tflia nmooptien of tha Ringdmi of Ood 
-underlay all Ctiarlolle Maaciu'a teacbiug. 

I lint *hn limoir waa a humhla nnd revprent 
I Chiirchwooun, Oud never poreiuinrd to Iw 
I nnator sr tMclicr in rbu plOca of tho» 
■ craload and dedicaiad 1(4' fife to th^ nviniitTy 
I of Sacra ihenu and doctriiiil authority. 

I Bo when ibe ecbetfie for (otietoua edoration 
whicb InneeJ part of tliMe kImkiI pro- 
r i^amjnev waa -devised, iIm- law to il that tire 
dour waa noL tberal.y npeaeJ lo Endiirriioi ^ 
naic prii-aie intcrpratallona (>f the Scrip 
! torea fHiildrnn fatlowing tllil fOimw wnlild 
fni a Ihotoogli kocLwIedge id the Old and 
Haw Teatuaeiit* in cltownlogiiqil irquiMri 
to llut Ihe diitJ elwxiTil ifTDw In kiinwlpdge 
and reniprt’linrilou- nf |ta rclatinHsIltU to <JqJ 
as the race has ihme. ImiL ^ lalk " ami 
'* imndyy^ody platitddn," and *' unrahitr 
U^jc“ hv tha toa^iar -warn mprokaly avuidod, 
and de^ita bo^a, wnttro fey tiaB* with 
auUiurity, for CBlduea worn lunifaatcd— 
DiEBinMtow'a ■ Crmfittnil^ry. or fati-ttoii 

lilnjilli'n lor lIlU ViiOJIj^ Saflea. 

Tha tionks Idf Sunday rmiiiog gavr t^ 
oplloiv (if diulcl^ rnnfrulMurtoB 1liat 

oi eerry creail ojul rare are nwrnheiTi, 
prat adncatiooial Uuloo wlwck tau 
£»I hoc work. Ba odd D»y find 
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LIBEKAir JnruCATIOX FOR 
ALL.” 


'A 


. Wiatever eritriekina may ba passed iinon 
particular points of Miss Cliarlotte M. Mason it 
I caimot iio denied that, sha deserved woU of tho 
oducat tonal commomreallh. Her tnistoes havo 
just, published tho " Last, Words " of tins ediioa- 
tionist in a volume entitled “ An Essay Towards 

for ill“^ ^ Bdueation 

I r j Paul, 10s. ed.). Miss Mason 

ueiioved that as i-ehgion ean awaken souls, so 
education can convert to an intellectual conversion, 
it has done so over and over ftg.-.in, but tho child can' 
have ordinarily bsen the chUdreh of educated ’ 
persons. It may bo tliot the souls of gji children 
are waiting for the call of knowledge to awaken 
them to delightful living.” Tlie enthusiasm for 
fn.^ becomes another form of the ontlmsiaam 

for hunMuity. Jha Rev, Dr. Edward Lyttelton 
writes a Foreword for Miss Mason’.s book, dcBcrihing 
Miss MflMn s aim. She " aaw and in this volumf 
has explained that tho natural and only quite 
IwhplBso^ way of teaching is to let the child's 
dcsirs of knowledge operate in the schoolboy, and 

fs itlt r • 1 -- • ohastening fact 

before we adults begin 
r/in^.w all.’ Honce the necessity for a 

I na\.^'‘^w the rvay of 

coU^^; tbora may be no 

collapse of tha desire of knowledge, bstween the 

of Sfjvoii and savont^fon. 

on tho Jdea that 

children are bom persons. Authority and 

brthe'Tes!Z>t"T®’®r-'’‘' '""* rounlfttcd 

XatWal Pa , P'^f^onoJity. The Parents 

founded *'‘ich Slisa Mason 

atmosnl.’ere i '‘ Education is an 

th?mh!r,S ^ '*f®' V She regards 

tor all Itnrnvln 1 pi^.misro, u'itli an appolito 

to "neci ilisai ^ thoroughly opposed 

men ” ui o : ‘All knowledge for 

fihiifiron Li ? Okhicnbility of 

smipouod ^ ^ J?ro3,ter than lias been ordiORtily 
ticJtJ! th/it appreei:it&5 book oduca^ 

world both “ snbMimtial , . 

tendrils good, round wliioh, with 1 j 

nad our" b fledi and blood, our pn-stimes r\ 

the roaaoiu way! 

bofiomo rnfti I tiicy rnufifc bim that aa they, . 

ro'its on thief re^poii'sihilitv wliicJi i 

if M ^ ^c'coplrmce nr' 

nn^h I- there | 

vlrti of book, and it hai the 

piironta. loiidalile by bchQoljTia'iten and i 















Xf-.,-. 




DURRANrS PRESS CUTTINSS, 




St« Andrew's llcms^ St U M Helh^ra 
and J St. Andf^w HelWm 

TMLC^KOMe : OiTy A90S. 






■■ . 



Birminghaiu Post 

38 New Street, Blrmindliain. 

Cutting from issue dated... Ji(.^...L . ,...1930” 


“A LIBERAL EDUCATION FOP^// 


ALL. 


t^'hatever oritlelams iiiay b 3 passod upon 
particular points of MiSR Charlotto M. Mason, it 
earmoti be deniod tJiat sht^Htosorved woO of th^ 


educational commonwealth Her trustees have 


just published the “ Lofjt Words ” of this educa* 
tioiiist in a volume entitled An Essay Towards 
a Philosophy of Education ; A Liberal Education 
for All,” {Kagan Paul, 10s. 6d.). Miss Mason 
balievad that as naligion can awaken souls, so 
ediiofition can convert to an intellectual conversion* 
It has done so over and over agtin, but the children 
ha VO ordinarily been tho children of educated 
peraonfi. It may be that the souls of all children 
are waiting for the call of knowledge to awaken 
them to delighfful living/* The enthusiasm for 
education becomes another form of the enthusiasm 
for humanity. Tho Pov. Dr* Edward Lyttelton 
writes a Foreword for Miss ^Iason''s book, describing 
Miss M*sson^s aim. She *' saw and in this volume 
!ias explained that tlie natr^ral and only quite 
wholesome way of toaehiug is to let the cliild*s 
desire of knowledge oparate iu the schoolboy, and 
jpjide the teacher * . , The chastening fact 

is tlmt children learn best before ws adults bcigin 
■ to te^cH them at all.” Henoe the necessity for a 
tQppfOch^Tn^tit of education and the way of 
nature. ^Ve must work hat there niay be no 
j collapse of tlie desire of knowledge, between the 
' years of seven and Esoventeon* 

; Mason lays great emphasis on the idea that 

cliiidren are born persons. Authority and 
i ^iCjpliiie are necessary, but are to be regulated 
tho reapect due to pei^onality. TJie Parents 
l^alionai Educational Union which Miss Mason 
founded, has for motto Education is an 
.atmosphere, a dUdpUne and a life.” She regards 
j the ry|iud as & spiritual orgnni'^m, with an appetite 
; for ail knowloilge. The idea is thoroughly opposed 
to speciaUiiation at early st:Oga 3 * She adopta 
Lomenms a dictum : “ All knoudedge for all 

men. She believer that the eJncability of 
t luiuT-an m much greater than lias bee.a ordinarily 
I fluppo^^ed. She gre.uly apprecii,toi book^oducii^ 
tmn that L, it the books are of that ” srib^Lautiiii 
^ world, both pjra and good, round which, with 
tcmlnls strong aa flo-:h and blocxi, our pastime-i 
I and our lmppme.ia %viU grow. ’ Ohikiren mtust 
; learn to follow the way of the will, and the n^ay 
^of tjio reason* And tJiey fiun^t team that as they 
, become mature, t he cliiof responsibility which 
I reds o^tjicrii as per^ori^j, is tno acceptance t>r 
|Of ideas* It wiil be Macii that there i^ 

wisdom III tluH bnolv, and jt has the 

being readable by BchooJrnasters ami 


ireiect 
I much 
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OF EDUCAUOS 



A niEORT 

An Emay TowAitD* a PaiwwnMY ot 
1;»LCAT10S- A luberal Educotton 
-lor AIL By C. SI. Sla^n. Londcwi 
KeijaD Paul and Co, ^P* JCtJCi* ;39d. 
lU*. eel, net, . * i. 

TLp tttTfa of this book iM mialBadinS. [f 
JL pnjiiHflci luooB than the reader YPill 
fiml* brttt it jir«onta a jmint ol Yie* 
that line itu doubt been negloctcd ;n 
aqnTD »t our of education and 

; ii ifertW ** tidria^ it i* 

I wo)J to have it reEtS^ed bjf ot- — 

; believad in il to ludtntiy. whoBe in»igfai 
' and iiractical inspired tbn 

etrbbof at Ajmbtftiide, and who itas able, 
bv inenrtii ot t&h oi^^ltiitioii of the 
to guide the kboifi^ of 
many parents and private teachprs. 

In the aords of Bean Cokt, whom aha 
nuotaih pmjed that the children 
Sflodd *' prne^f in ROod life and gopd 
— litaiataba,'' Bho hcM that a tdisld 
I educated biniielf in iHo iwgea of grent 
' wntfltt. Ha iniiat be left nlonfe to meet 
■. th^e tnnchcrirts in i^ilprtno nod bo became 
fcuiitlinr adth tbclr thoHshfs upon life 
and' the uoiverac. To this end, the 
books were to bo ft-ud aa they war's 
wriitiai and not in selections, and, 

I further, they wei-e to be road once only* 

',j as a traiiiinR in nttentton, and repro^ 

' duted in Bomn farm sftcrxrards, for in 
' rnprnduoUon, aha iiinintainad, them 
fnn 5 t bn creativo effort. Stress wm 
nalurtUy placed , upon literature and 
" bl'tary, but ahu cx'on went sp far as to 
advui-ata the teaching ^ of aeieneft 
, through the medium ef titernry form, 

■ ■ wt^ch >hn rcinarded aa an iuijetitivc to 
. tbniinbt, lEiaiilng to investigation at a 
Hper ago. Sbn prelorrod to study the 
“ Water Babie* " and the worfci of 
Hujdcy or Darwin befarc antpriop any 
kboraioty. It was the content of tho 
bonlca, this ideas, tlmt could infonn and 
inspire, rather thuii the method of a 
sublet, which, though it mialit mnko 
, e(fii-ir>nt fttndent^, neverthde^s often 
‘ left them >tam*d,uf knowledge iu thoYo 
! yoara when inlcUectiial hunpor was 
I {uoncAt. In the iaet dri-*ade Maion 
' hpid been direciitus her otteMtion to 
ihr public elctncnUiiy Srchools, auu 
iiuve tuntc three buudicJ of thefO arW i . 
now working her S^heon**, 

HU urEftnt inattar to ejiainiW„ WO 
, foundAtiena of lidi beliafv oatflTl? Wf , * 

I bei‘ schemes, and the tobu™ Of vik Jr-' 
ariptioatTou oi them to conditions other ij^ 
than ihowi iu which tbo work w^ ^ 
onginally planned attd cai nea ouL 
are not yet convinced thn* 
ine ta snitabb foi all types of v'biMiii tf''-. 
ftp ffinclck uf luoutntiLy. or in all tsoi-ial 
cirriumftnnceti. but there will ha many 
aha Jifti**™ with tho’ author that we 
I teod lu nndprratr- the iDtel'lBencB vt^ 
the child and hia r-afuicily to aiairniis, r 
I kIc.i. «iid lodecl them, imd r« 

-Wai^to till- |.»c4J]nut yi-urh between tbtt 
, an-. i,r li uod U, wheo it i» UOl 'uj 
L u,..,,uiirfrnii iiar.'ttrnpfHduUcRl l« OO ab!r 
C r-. »ciul a , p^ix's .MiUtuir- 

^ remember whjitnux bcpR read-' 

VVo already owo a dobt to her for 
Introducing into Nomo irlrwooitaiy 
tichiMjIs a aii))|ily of bot^ka w^>rth tead, 
ing. Tho raxt beroka found in fbc. 
average srhaol certainly merit the 
diiirofiperl with which they are ti'CAted 
'diaOikured il opijoi'toolty atlawsj 
th* nrst 


dh^^»dad At 


iihiuirep 


reihfljiiberod, if at alt,' ttot by «« 1 ‘ w'^ 
Of thauehu >Ailblii them, not 
their li tin =, blit by the ealonr of 


cortrr. IVp have indeed given the, 
toela of Icammg to tho child, and oFic« 

ftOthitiff. more. In th» essay Mi^r' 

Masno'e Inst vrontu of axpaaitinn 
hcen italhBreil t^rther. They wcii.|^', , 
«rriltrii,-it otfBiz,i;i. 3Bicho,it. lime f,iT| 
rcvuioli, but IheY gain itr value 
the magnitudt nf the proWetn she 
!iv?rd to tackle, As the trps- 
doubi iTaF-i*<l whan ii#y ''i:JAnhjnedk ~ 
to pubUidK I* B-- ■ 
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EDUCATION, 

dn E^ay ToKiP^ds a Phiiosoph^ of Edn^^ 
tion, A Llhtrol Education far AlL By, 
Charlotte M, Mason, [Kegan Paul, 
10 s, ei) 

The late Misa C, M. Mason was tlis foondep 
of tJiB Parents* Natiorial Educational Union- 
The idoaia which are embodied in that 
society, and in tbs Honao of Edneatioa at ! 
Amblesido, were desiTtUed in Miss Mason’s 
ptevinus writings, and are now oipDiindcd 
in full and systematic detail in mis pos^ 
tbumous work. The education whose 
was fear ol pmiiehment or hope ot reward, ' 

or affectiort for +lio tenr.T«iT, it isk^eujiied, ■ 

lu-okoTi d«wn. Ilic inspiration whicH» it la 
suggested, -IS tn take its place as n to 

tlio teacher and the ruling idea of | 

cnlum is the child’s own desire for know- 
ledge, 

A cDosiderahIc section of the hook is ^eu 
up with practical application; Mias Masnn 
shows how her ideals could he wmrked out 
in eleraentary (Schools, as well os in secondary ^ 
and contiiiuali(|p schnois, , 

This is a bo^ which deserves to bft COU’ | 
sidered seriously hy. et^catimial reformers, , 
Wo wclcomo pai*icuia|-ly the , recognitioit 
that an educilional programme cau only 
justify itself if it be applied to the whole 
natinu-^o Uio children' of the poor as well 
aa ih.mo who arc bfetter'^ff. But we deplofo 
the atmospheVo of Liiciiraldo “ faddiness '* 
which Miss Mason ^intr^uces into the whole 
discussion — it bliugf t^every meeting of the- 
parents' Uuiou aJsd — through her failure to 
recognise that children ate born young. 

Children are bom perBoua, eho insists, 
althnugli we should hayo thought that the 
most obvious lesson of the revolntitm it 
psychology which has marked our cetietatiot 
IS that personality is nobody’s ijmeritauce- 
but the most dMciili of aO tasks for everji 
man. The result ia that she postulates at ^ 
iiupnssilile independence lor t™ pupil, anfj 
only makes auy education posaible at all by 
smuggling back au influence of tlic teacJicr, 
camouJlaged by such phrasea as the alinos' 
phere of environmeiit, Uie discipline of habit, 
and the prcBentatioji of living ideas, which 
an her own principles ought not to be allowed. 
Because dhildren arc children, they have tO' 
be taught. 

Miss Mason’s ideas about religion nrd 
Proteslaui and vague. “ Muteriat things 
do not have much efiect oii the mindj” she 
says. No Bacraiuenta ! “ Tho Bible is the 

oracle of fJod and our sole ox-iginal source 
of knowledge conocruing tlio naturo of 
Almighty God.*’ No Ghurchj therefore— and, 
apparently, no individual ricligioua csperi- 
eiice worth mi'ntionmg. ** Such anniming'Up 
of ChrisUan toaf^hing as ia included in the 
■0^cail(i(i dogmus of the Church,” /The vs|_^rd 
** bO‘Called ” Bccuia to be uousenseT 

It is a pity that in nuuty walk* of life 
eager reformer a think they caii experiment 
with huiuniii nature— Ihat most exp[osi''0 
thing I — without huiuliUrig ilicniselvea to’ 
lejtm from the Catholic Church, which ktufiv^ 
mera of the subject than flJiybody cr*n tcaJ?li 
her. 









Iw ilrt UEdiUii Ag« |WQiJ>lfi ImmI mury IlHt* kno* l«3inf, af i:1m 
wvrkin^* tlia b^mui hrJy. Tb* dnBUll4n flf ihi^ blood, 
Uut action of t3to Iobb*. t>vo 

of gBaomdott MvtB bU nnpl«t« mjilwriM. So long u lb* 
foBf tboni n»!»Hry to lil* «i4 Ikeoltli canlJ bo cBRjod oh by 
KoftoTo tnuultid. ibl* ignoranoi? wn*^ of courw, iniraittrul 
but. dinKlly IwwTIb w4mp wmsiiwi^ Oii bfob* donn di^HouhiM 
oro**. XodicBl julrbun liul no misiLna of Icnovliic wh*Eli»r 
o nu?onr w*» bcuritcfiod, poSunod, or iwR*rin{ from oppon- 
hj dirttic. L'^ruLiijBd by dii^ikiobij lb*ir tz^biiBnt b>tu noco*' 
sBrily rtuplrioal. Tboy ow« obli^i joraply to tiy wrioor 
oxperiiHoiiCii Lo I bo iJisi|Bsrjio hop* th«t «oniotlung would 
^ eu» tbL' pAitionl bofore deoUi *u|iecvBn*d ; tbry OBturoUy 
iK^n iWtb inelJiodi Ibot tad Imdiiionaify Iwon 
in Ilka rw*. boJoTo E«rg on la orij^icali nod moro donbiful 
bivBHtiDiu. It i* iji*o it»t 4 gPMt dp*l of bodU-ino ii. lill) 
empificoJ^ bia not all; a^d 4 * • iklifbiful oOEUvec^Hcuco it, 
f* DO longer onHoitia] lo wrap 4 toiw iMtlenl in tcarldt 
fliwDiil, to gniW planta for Ibo phiUTwcolwri* by tho light 
I of til* w»dtiH mooTiH or to oantfid drogj fmn nnimal 


Talu:bo■^»^ nlasl baina. not j*t emerged Into Lb* iHm 
twilight raaitn o{ doctor*. Th* wordcingi of tba hutiuji ndod 
■TO unluinitti) (o Hs, ihongb it it poieible thnt wet map ba on 
iho voTge of iuipoHjiiiL dl»5D«Hi*ii- At pinent wo ara 
gniping in a fog ; and if aotni! of h* af* limidlj cHngJng to 
tbo coot-tail* of tbo Jasi moiabar of a Idiig pmoeeaton^ d*tor- 
BiT, if we nainL err, la eotttpauy of iw inaTiy « 
poasiblo, other* ara daibiitu nway lifom tbo bwob^n tuck* 
ontfaiuiuLieally nrlaiu Hut w1uL«r*j< ii^ in wtong. 

After all, bon'erar llute wo Emow of pejeholpgy add ebiJd 
pfycbol^. we muit aet (Jhildton miiit be taaght. Tbi 
law laneta upon it, ami iharo i* a genorjiJ ngmnumt that 
vducatian la ili>*inb|e. Bttt how and what to 1«efa nr* 
myaberiet on wlitdi there ia at present no eoiuejaeai of 
opInioD. 


Medicine, in her period of darknesii, smnetinic* aitetuptod 
to *iinplif; ber 4lf&ro.ttti* by the ducofory of a panacea. 

I Mifltleloe or tlie gnat «al*riMi wonld cure any' penoti of 
' any niiHasewtr if not on* of these, ilsobtleo* *Ucb a plant 
I might be found, if tongbt for with aulEcietrt enror Tb* »iHf 
I tendency i* yexj Tliibl* amang odDcatfooel rofonuori to-d*y. 
' EnrlLyUuoica, a Uentoesori metbodj a n*lton plan, a 
I EUnnulic toDthod, a Plaj Way, tfie Clasafc* go th* diroet 
^ nietbod— any ooo of these i* rlaiiaeil by it* fckinder as the 
I *no and only way |o toacli, and often lewortod to bry tbo 
HiBiamble ilndetit in tbo delliifTO hupo that it will make 
a fiiood toec^ber of a bad gno, 

■ Miiii CbarlDitr M. Ma*o<ti wm tbo happy diw^urcrer ei. 

a raelbod, abe bad fnuud uQt ftma lo fnu^, and for- 
f IJ’O syatoin (ou Id b* applin! in erery hind of 

- ^ lOcondaTy, gr continUatiDiH, anil by every 
I teadier, tralimd or iliilnuiffli„^^io-learber. 


geronrOM, or porenL Ilia childwii have aunely to i*»d a 
page or a chapter ww* ond. then muxtsile IL Tbia will leecb 
hisloTr, gecignphy, aciance, conipo*llioii, modE™ IsngiiafiWi 
gthiei, and apelllng. All that it oeceMary it to make tb* 
tighl aefection of boekt t th* letBctioa w*e fnrmorly fat 
all ebildron taught on tbia melJuJd by BJi** 3 I*»on hariolf 
and » So doubt now don* by the atafi of iho Hosao of 
Bdui^tion at AnibXoiada. 

Such it Ujo kernel of ibo edocation ol wbleh wa onw 
bare llw phllijanphy. It ii curinoa and intecwtl^S *o ■« 
bow iho tdiia is Mtondi^l to itudimi. wbete wading and 
nartatiiig night *eem inapplimblo. We ato fotot 
Instance, how to leacb art. ” CliUdien •hosild hate thoit 
arliftic powwrs csLltlvaloiJ ^ eipai44lly thos* wlw bare *S«h 



powola, bat Artiin, it Ihe qnosiioa . . . ebikdren iho^d laarn 7 
pictures, lino by Uoo, group by gionp, by readings set 
boek*. but pkluK* IheuualiTo*. . . Alter a ibscl story ol . 
tbo aitist's life and a few sympalbel^ words at^ht hit tre» , 
or hks eblos, hia rivor pathi or hi* fignret, tb* little piclaio* 
trupiedtjctiiiiisl a» stuilJod Bna at * tiioe. , - ■ "^en ih* . 
picture is temod orer and tlu rhildren toll wbmt thoj have 
seen— s dog driring « fintok af ihnp along a foad. but 
nehody vritb the dag. Ah, ibor* is a boy IjiuK down by the 
strtam dcinkiiig, . " and 1 


Mathernatics is a banler nut to craek wHh th* tangi ^ 
nsading and narrating. It i* riear that Mis* ’f 

intonisled in Ihii lubloch and bawHy baUeved that OtoOi 
peaplo were. H*r suggestion ■» to it* plaw in th* «mtin no- 
tion lehwil 1* kllumijiatiiig ^ ... 10 much lots bwo nooa 

in the alanuMitiTy ecbeal airwsdy that probably Uio kwpius 
of fidilious MMflnt books would be euBigient agi^vse lo? 
yoniuE neopl* whe sbaw sotn* mo tlwniatiiaal tolant. 

The fact ia tint Mis* Mason «a*, *hot* «U, ^ 
anOiuiiaal tor literature, and no doubt sh* hsr*^ litt“ ^ 
many rtiueattonal pfuplwti and iefeum«±S;, bj 

ETHtbed wonderful iWiits. Hot that it eboidd ba way 
Id feecb for oil Uscben. all diiliiiesi, oil scbosls t k«»t 1°^ 
Ibia way and diis way alone ac* w* to Cod educa£ioB*l sali^ 
lion, lo prordstarous Not this b*J, nor any nlher to 
dunoitoiT of rrotsosar Procrtiatw, fa tha one on ^ 


lepoto. Til* m*r* (act that we reawve so many prasiieg 
inritations to siltk down epoa «» of otlior o! ^ 

a algo that lh* ieieai* of iduoslieii baa net y*t b**n bom. 


li 
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the trancn I 

Wednesday night .was Teach^pg on f 

^^nnefehorpe, the oreaniJ^ I 

Teach^n irere preset, 

^as a peraon T^h^had^a ‘ 

id«3 of its natare Tlioi-n^ ^ ^ deveJiop aj| i 
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Church Times 

^ 7 Poriugsl Sired. Hjnfl*w*sf* W.C Z. 

Calling ^i^m issoa 


mrsa MAaosT's book, 

8fr,— 1 cnii>ulcr tint TPc-Mit. r<*vftTr of MEii 
JiUfim'a linoli, Art To^nU Ui» 

I*hl 1 iW)lJI>v of Biluejilion," vrry inaxlorjitale 
a^nd tnl&luiliii|t. end <n l>i« ttUer jiut die 
rritirtEun of Hm- rtdif[ki«>e L*nii^nrtlnntt h mn*t 
uiiritBriteldr nid Ihetoiiuhly dnirmpHtiK In brr 
c.Juc«lbii»l !«rltrme. ll BiigtjrNlt | 3 »iH dih did 
■Mil iK-tevi* ill Bacmniciitfe, norm ihr Blrkhad 


tjscmmritl. Itemi. Kbidi b * mi*- 

rrprrumlfitiDrt of her ti urJiUTe end IwlirL 
If a!w pnwUiuieil Uie BiWr to w Uin 
eifwle of Ood *nd our epIq origioil wDrea of 
kiwwtvdee conwrainif the ivnlure of Qddx 
why alionld ymtr rurhiwifr imply Uijt afae 
ihK«fdrt hcllfiviid m no Churrli or J^Tor 


n>r FSlilr K Hie Jodrirs «r her omi teadnnif 
jtnd tiJftwIrrlfoT Sli-i'. ww» truly grrm 

in hftr hunuiity. nnd die lovt-d ell hrr diil ' 
drcu ill our Lord; And her i^irme of rduODi | 
titiii H for ihe dwi'lnpiiuiiil cd tho vrhole liwnl 
lining Im^ nport deep epiril^ H^Uu. 

Yiiwr rrvjfwrr iiiftkna thu Cnlhnlii) Clmrdi 
nnnd -luiTLliiiiR Itul. Huflilde and loonetifnl in 
tha (« 3 nd(iidteE retantli*. I »n’ » CatlioUeJ 
nnd my drniEhloT vw Imhsrd nl AjtitiJrtideJ 
■»d hiT fniUi is ^LratgUifned and flnrkhed 
|»y Uie roality md pt tta Boligiouid 

life ihdfr, and ithe tmd rrE^ MW^urmyrn^q 


to moke tirr Otimmitttron iicokly, I hivoB 
anotfarr dAnfifitw wbn k ni one of ihe I 
UuB Schools. And wlio i% looking forwnrd to I 
eaing to lllP llrtnSA nt ISduMlion tiCitL yo« j L 
and I, ma n Cfllholic. ran J^nditig her with U 
every ctinfiduncfi IIaaI her spiritual lifa wid I 
tie in nft way liindprrd hut enffhed hy Ihri | 
alhprrviding spirit of Ctuirily, whldl ttnaths | 
tifs and wnl of Uio liilr IwlotTd fopder of E 
the Parents' NatioJial Edufftt tonal Lrmon- f 
1 iimintAin that llio revjrw k tnlnil miS- 
chiorana^ nod had I read it oporl from my E 
otra knowledge and eipmotu.r* 1 aJmttld I 
taiidy not have wmt anyone k> Amblesidt ; I 
iKir olKinhl I. Jii « diarekwoinrai. Imro en- 1 

aacrd a atu^ent from there, aa iho_ articw I 
Tnipvici ikal Mias Moxm w-aa flol a Church- | 

(Mn.) E. F- 

BridoU Lodge, Be^fii l*atk. 
fl ontlmnoj^ p . 

•’•Wli' revipWer write* t — I nm nlll4 lo lajow | 
lliftt n Chiliulb My hm Mot her danj^tec 
^ AmU»ide, and that ahn has foand mi^hiE ■ 
in the towa and rnfmiaphere r,f the Itouna of I 
EdncAtion injurious iu her Cntholidantr It I 

wap, lioM'ever Alisa ATaMJir's hook which waal 
rovlrwrd. and tlie si«lenirnt« (nmlri slioot ibi 
are fair diitifnCnl' un brJval It AoUmlly R 
cnnlaitu. I 

Bo for from fiuggrrling *' or making I 
truly groH misreprnaenlatloiu ahout Miul 
Maeon'p lioUrfs. the review qnntca onoH 
Mmleoco fiotu the li«ih ; Tlvitt’-*- material | 
have little effect npoB mind/' That'' is i 
staieniimt of a folBe jtrinnipln- It ia in fiat I 
eoiibnidtction to all o^pt^iHi'fiifo and to Ihol 
|Chlirrh's whole aaeraniniilal ayaltim. Thrfl 
aenlmrc* unmeJiatrly Itcrntu it<. im page 
nf Min book, nre eqiuliy mutAtia a 

factory. " The way to minil la a quitr dlriict I 
way. Utnd nitmt comr inlci roidart wiUil 
mind tliToagh the iimdiaoi uf iclraa’* If I 
llkla mp«nM luivtliinq nl nil. it inmrui llic rcluel 
itpitiUiidily wliuih U the vury cEaem;e of Pm^r 

icdantijim. ^ L 

_ Tlia oevtion of the Itook fo whirh AJiial 

■ Klanm drnK with the Vmawh'dgn of (jod is I 
laague and itmatiafartorr. There in no uirti" I 
Itiuivuf the irorliing authority of llm C’huvtb. I 

f ^ eorhiait danger of M udyiEig I 

llcuy Beriphtre diwreet] fiian I hi* Inii qi. i r:t I 
1 , 111 . ePiiffl CilliMl,,' liiirhliitn in, In llfikjti it. I 
I VVe jLtr Ll.ttI Lbul d<->i;i,uilir U'uchmg iiiid. 1 . tta I 

I'sy to vlnlitrio lij (uft'r.'iirr r.hr'iiuuii u quiet I 

I rcansatlon of the 'Bililv , modii. I^L cuily j n I 

■ the idLArartrrlsliraUy CAtholir \iew of Ufn I 

■ kuwrrd, hut UiB oxagnemied cmphiuiiaon tlie I 
Ifreeiloiu >od pmi^n ihty uf thin unJevrhqM I 

■ end Ihr imlniighl, which in clinractcrUlic of 1 

Ithii liook snd of the P.N-E.U- gcns.iillv. til 
■definilrly anti-OathiiKcr ^ - ■ 

Your corrMpondcot write* fruUtiKly oIhujI 1 

“r. 1 ^ ' .... . . . . . ■ 

HJockarilahto 

tuialeoduig Imp! [nt tons,"* " iiilwrhie- 

I," " proM ini.r(p,,tcolaUiui»," are 

vhafE^u'. (luiL wHuld hiii'i mnm if (hey nei-a 

lani^portird by Uin facia Tha riavli'.w wos 

Rt|iocL.t>MaM ^ have oold autfe could ody 

Rhavb been l*./c«juili!infi ii' wh..t.- 
||rni|ilkatO‘sl1y. 
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BOOKS AND AUTHORS. 


THE TEACH Elt 


SOlrti DANGERS OF IDEALISM. 

ny MHH PHlLtlFft. 

"Afi Et»y Toviards m Ptritosoptiir ef 
Cducatian.'* By ChaHotIa M, Matieit. 
KesiUi Paul. to*. Sd, 

I wu preeccit ibe aiher day b.\ e con. 
ferenca betwetn repreeCiiitBUvBe of e 
trade ladaroUon nnd fiarMtia tnsagcd III 
a certain brancli of cducailniw Ttie 
presldam of tbe fedBratlon. lo weleom- 
UIK ua, said I "Cennpiiien, yeti are 
idcaJUis " I scimeltmei wontler l»aw 
mucri Uia ca\ise of educnvian baa sol- 
feretl from ihe reputaUon for idealiem 
wdicb its adherents eBjoy. To the ev^- 
aga foan on IdfloMBi ti someone vrbo 
wants wtfai la tbia imperfect world he 
will never get, »o iJiat to cal! him an 
idealist i9 to cotitlgn hla. Ideee to tho 
limbo of tha uibattnlnabliL Teaching 
ItEctf la one of liio most practical forme 
of human tcUvliy ■ hence 1 cun only f ui 
down to naltirel reaction the oiherwlie 
cuiioua fact that tenahers, as soon os 
they taka up Iheir pens or open their 
mouths on the aubjacl or thoir croft, 
tend to lose contaot not only with the 
earth. But also with their fallow- 
cliizens The resuUlog loss of puhUe 
interest In GducattOfiftl development and 
of oonltdenco ip its advocates hw been, 
and sUll la, the main ohataole lo firo- 
gress. It la of titti# use to hitch our 
w'Qgsons to start If thoir londB drop Dtch 
tc earth in the pTocess 

Mitt MOBOn'a Euiay. 

The I ti** Slits charlotie Moaon was 
not merely q brilllaiu teacher, hut by 
her work tn coxinertlon with the 
Parents' National Education Union sha 
mnde b powerful mtlack on public 
apathy at lit most vulnorahto poini It 
ft the mom dltappolnting, therelora, to 
And that when aha pula her Ideas on 
paper sha nlfio tends to float off Inlo the 
ciQiidi whUher ftw but the elect will 
atttmpi to lolEow her. Thl* essay It 
mote tn the nature of n stalemont of 
follh than B phllosorhlcal tfeattsa. As 
a record of tha idoos which cams lo a. 
great teacher in the cour*e of mnny 
years' practicnl experience It wUI be of 
permanent vnlue to all oduceUonallsts, 
hut as a sdenTiflo analyrti und syn- 
ihBsts of ihest Ideas Buch as mipht 
QTOpflrly form the harts of n philosophy 
il hot obvious llmttaitons. It Js dllhcult 
lo undcnland how anyotio who holds 
ihst reason Is not a snfe tuBlnimant by U 
which ID tefi IdeaB con aat oni to oon- [ 
strut I A phiiotophy ti all. It Is not tor- 1 
prising. ihsreforB, to find philosnphlcnl 1 
U:nns In nirHitgo Ways For 

iiwttnoa, Miss Mason speaks or Hnow^ 
Isdge as Bdhie objective form of menial 
pabulum, and does not apparenlly 
believe tliai It can be dertviid from son- 
nation at all 

Then sen In aha RceaptB tha deAnl Uon 
Df education aa " ihe adonce of r«la- 
LiopB,'* but vnUTprate lhl« lo mean that 
me child has nalural relations wlih a 
vast number of things and thoughiS- 
Surrty there Is mora In it ihan that I 
noet It not rather Imply that the main 
> tuntilon of sduesUoii Is lo train the 
mind not only to porceive stnsationa, 
hut slao tha reiailoos batweEin eeoss. 

■ lions f 

Even on purely edufiallonal urottnos, 
..oma of Mias Mason's theories do not 
,'XtlalD the feels of pjtprrteocs. Her 
fnlth In tha hiUntte fmsslbllltlesef child 
cuBturi has lad her to me doubifui con- 
ciuaion that the Bdutahtllly of chlidreo 


la but Hint dependent on euch 

stoticea t» bcredliy or environment. Tbs 
(eucher In ihc rtum school Is not always 
iibie to rate the« loQueocas bo lightly, 
nor does one need lo be an ardent 
Maoiossorlan lo utlar a mild proiesi 
sgsinst her neglect of educidlon bV the 
senses. The trouble witb Misa Mesmi'a 
child ts thni viewed Ihrangh her pMlo- 
sophical glasaoe ha becomaa, like 
Emtle. an abstraction. Child netura In 
lnvourohEs dlrcumalanees may grnip 
general principles aoelly at an oariy 
sgD, and may ihow a deatre for 
best hterslure, nnd CKiiblng but the 
thCfil, I'lie warning aMslnst too much 
-coming dawn lo the cbilda level'' |a 
Umciy; on the oiber hand, the aciuell 
chUdnen tn many of our schools do bud 
conaldernblo difricutty with aooeral 
principles (tf.. In grammar or dedno- 
ava geomeirS') .and do exhibit a baffUn^ 
cutholiclly of iiwte To the teacher wuh 
a clues or sixty "ail hnowledge for all 
men " moy well seem an Ideal impas- 
sible of aitalnment |wblla to the ordi- 
nary lay mnn tho chronicles of Iha 
House of EdeenTton at ftmhlcfilde seem 
as remote bb Nawe from Nowhere). I 
should, however, be very un wilting la 
cjopfi what I am alrold Is o rather an- 
BipraclatbiB noilce of the test work of a 
great woman wlthonl sonifl reco^lilon 
of that faith In iht porfeetlbmiy of 
humnii nature which llluininet ove^ 
page of 11. There la much hare m help 
on ihalr way even ihoae who find It 
necessary to taka a sternly praotiea] 
view of the function af educailoa, 
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TKE LATE MISS MASON, 

Sir,— My object in i^nriting aljout the 
offending paragraph in the review ^ Misa 
Mason's book was to defend her as a Church* 
woman. I, in common with many other 
Catholics, felt that the article implied that 
she believed neither in Church, Sacrament^ 
nor Prayer Book; and as such it was indeed 
a gross misrepresentatiau.” Also the con- 
cluding paragraph suggested tli at she lacked 
humility, and it was impossible to let so un- 
charitable an implicatiois pass uncUalleii^ecl 
about a truly beautiful and humble Christ- 
ian, who was a loji^l and staunch Church- 

G. E, DUNCAN. 


Southampton. 


Sir, — As one who has read Th& CJiiiTch 
7 *i 7 iies regularly and with the greatest interest 
for eighieen years, I beg you to in^e known 
wliat 1 have to say of the late Miss Mason, 
whom I knew for twenty-five yearsr--as a 
child in her school, then as a student in her 
college, and for many yejirs as a 1 .N.L.U. 
teache r. 

As a Catholic, I endorse everything that 
Mrs, Duncan has said in connexion with the 
review of Miss Mason's book in your paper. 
I wish to add that Miss Ala sou herself, so far 
from disregarding ** individual tcligioufi ex- 
perience/* as your reviewer assumes, sought 
and proved it to a depth which we inlly 
appreciate, and which many, perhaps most of 
us, arc still striving to reach. 

Miss Mason waa a Churchwoman all her 
life : she made her Communion regularly and 
fret|uently, and spent at least one hour at the 
beginning of every day in meditation. 

Those to whom, like myself. Miss Mason 
spoke privately before Confirmation, know 
what she thought of the Sacraments. ^ 
growing influence of her life’s work is the 
direct outcome of very definite religious ex- 
perience. 

iTor the value of the educational methods 
put forth by Mias Mason, it would be w' ell 
worth while at any time, and particul^lj so 
in these days of growing dissatisfaction, to 
intjuire into and to compare their rcsulta 
from children of ail ^es and classes, with 
those of the average suiTool cun iculun*. 

K. M. CLENPINNEN. 
Windermere, ^ 

[Wo printed a review of Miss Mason s 
book, not a criticism of her fine character or 
her edueational work. — En.] 
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SUNNIER SCHOOLS. 

AN ISSSAV TOWARDS A THlLO 
SOPHY OF EDUCATION* Hi 
duH-tottP M. Hiunrt. (Kifipin Piui) 
lOf. Sd. Tiet. < . . ^le- 

Ttw Utp MSi» W*Hrti ' 1 ^-* live 
iihrt of ihii P fl,E.U. (P«elitM- Na 
iioml BducfttaoniJ Union) Md liltc 
prophpJ^ f™o omrarfE. 

•vpis an HRtlniSj«t and incUnPd t»Owr- 

-ntpliasiait * |iitrtfnilar «ap«£t of Utt 
N«m iho l*esi the P,S*E.tt. 
r^rtaiTily acliirwjd Jfline re* 

nilla onk there ia much « 

Miw 

We ore Oil imttins vijtCirPlhly 
ifits. in edoo^onnl mattwra, i mn Uj> 
Llcsidful mflftories uf oar own «5vr“: ; 
a. warier or h«Jl « ag ■, 

teWee of tnathemailctl ftiart</ 

v^'-url£Stik-‘nJT^”j whsil,:. 

-h-r.^fcd ocr view till the dostcr 
imo Bloy BSid wiped thorn oat: o:^ 

■fjcnjS^tuastiors ‘the book of 13^ • 
«rdc-B 0 T *3 of hiEtotiens wjt:,| 

Of-.dated kiiier. * ^ 
ccsdoii of whSdi Tio boy *vot 
the OT the pFicUca generally or 
k^sofik in to TtMtny page^^- 
'h^dug' tbem in on many 

^ffl^^eactod owUor moj^ 
uB 4 of her own. ^e ■ 

_L'<Tr T*-: 13idL«r WftV 


and Kaanal TiAinm 

' Ih* reel, 

n>:h!trrtd poqm^tion ci a body of 'j 
Isdge. She iiwUftR go ^ 

ttcduiring 'W^iowt^^gPi S' pmiit in wniri 
many parems of to-day Snd' tnjfi' , 
-litldrernKuily below ihoSr own remtui 
br-red Etnndard, however,, macb ntor- 
-**TrQ>attng the modem tcacumB oi.i,, 

b**. ■ . , II. 

Kri^wlodgn the chiicn of the woi-.- 
inu^t, soOMP or later aolpiTe. nn- i 
hrtLcr Miunax than taler. A ploaswtly 
.. .fit-dll «mt’ mind ta niM a, SOlPdeTit 
'equipment, nor Sa it a soBiieafflit r^rn 
! lor the Ums a«ni rnoBcy snfln4 on 
I ..ut ohUdran'^s education, JJi£* Maaon :- 
Uh^thod lA open to the AM 

: :u tryinfT to ci%-Er a vary wide .PeJ'J, 
ithr pupii alroon certainly 1='^^'^ 

. I irtu; rrtcuHve irftttr very ijnperfcr,.y 
I ' ixervaynd. Art wiA aomo of the oth;i 
incidem inetiiedA Aore i- Itav* 
r in leaving w iimch W 
afeta J ■ I fJidlco, certain unhupeUxing fort*! '?H| 
may not be acoumWtly lcar?i : 
IwJL No bread A of knoKrtedfiO enn ' 

I ntente for a faiiuro to aeqain, ftt an ! i 
' r,iTly iBe, romplele and Ciuy Jnajftv i i 
' fif Ae loola of a gertiiKal' ^UCStlcm. 

I Wide Ttsdias la an edifice we can. cona- 
knart later. The oAar » u foUndn- 
Hon whetrln we eatinett coin !y fill ta 
Lhe holefl whrn At housa 1* bnilcmg 

the LOVED TEACHEH- 

■Rut Miin W-iJm'.- pupil^r IhrraBh oa-H 
penwi to Al» danger iK*d nct^ , 
aarily fail mto it This k where thr| ' 
aiiilful ewanUivEr has, in eT*rm«n|«ry 
aUgca, hie great uflefulnw. He wdl 
detect the holes and direct Acm to h, 

filled 1ft. Certainly M|os Khw.*i‘k doc-, 

trine fji attrftcU'i'e- She deprMaic*,t‘" 
intruaion <Sf an alien , 

a chiid'e crowing mind, jfartlcula...i . 

‘ JiC Wwpa «e 5£nhutt that dorccr. ; ; 
khe ecbool girl mora than to toe > 
liLay. Ae too well loved teacher, mr 
'nIeJi ta here very much that of tfc. 
Ilvdae edd haiOwVor, EUa, wha wr^ 

I , "A thirdk paturH la too a A>ug [ 

M to admit of Ila rkrtardtiil 

,,B3crr 'T anoAEr belti*, | 

'l“Cbdd*iA a« V^'". Miiu Mrv ; ' 

“ ../jklti afcd -!£oin l^th^-or^, t- 

•ImJ. drop into toe hackamund, i , 

' I ptoa sEanr-tellere. in hor ht'‘Rl .,. 

I Uiiftki and- ffieiar& her <>< 

''-iiirr- oi JuiBwledfO, in £tr-f=uH, i 
■yet oi dboct eKMrit-nrr irf life, ai 
toc=c inurt bp toa vary 

■Liv.LtB to wtiUna down La -t'Jtddii- 
fitlier Blind Bft'n foi^iec ■wniil a i»*i 

I ftcttlwr eWId-wrtI acjepL or ^ 

^-^ret ap^^i^ Witt sccrpl v Tiili 
=^-.i3irv-^ TJKMotnrw E"‘f’ , o 

ir- of ila luriR-uiigc flod |i-t 
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Reviews. 


LEARNERS AND 
TEACHERS. 

EOUCAUQM AN ATMOSPHERE. A 

DiSaPLlNE, AND A LIFE 

Lgienwiv tiwJ tnaeliflci Me the only t'eTjr 
MTtica MBwmed ia educctloD. Ws pat- 
iim ioMflef- fi7»t bepsusc tb« child b«|^Qa^ 
launiD]; loOj| betoni it ia onydi'lig;,. 

wiah it fo go OEi IwriiBft' 
in its awn way. Tt4n f-.iufAirn'ntCi fact 
oHatJ ovcfiotikeJ bj !*»« '“b-:; 
find it im ncoftniiied by * wntar lia* 
HTiUoa Di'bidy Mill vriilely Ott t w awin gi, Mid 
who, thau^ nut of tb© ChuEoh, 

Uaa, bj Hue Ourlotta »L Muoa (Ke^ 
PsuL HJto. M. wfiit Ihu aaiW 4eyl*y 
her iikw with, eioboinrto cominoot and md« 
jilMdration in thia wall-wnWan, 
voluma, which k *oU o* fim) «d fruitiwl 
thenf^t (with ■<»» fft which wa sCdu>^ 
nwdiiid nid««perieuaa. 

Tha toy fmmJlUiw *0™ ^ 
kmIit hi: *' Chlidnin «rs bom perwIW. 
it U that '* p«t*oniilitj' " of «■ chiM franl It* 
birth with whirh w* h»i« to deoJ b H» 
training ud tcoohing. Ibch individuoS 
ehild precaQl* the problem df th own per- 
conditT b»r uur Bolution. Thora ate Bo tmo 
ei(a(:tlv alike, and though childreu, lor cod- 
veuionca, h*v* to be Rrnaped toother in 
clowoi. itin principle at a tepante tad di»> 
Unofc penonarity in each JilUn otio Enrat be 
odtnitted and noted upon to a«c- 

rrsa. h» flowing from this basic idea Ul» 
Mohoti rightlr slates that " Educotioo i* on 
atmesipherv. a diocipUno, aftd a Ufo." 
ia undBuiible. . 

The eimtwphom b wbJoh on nnnfiiwie nHia 
baby beitiBa ila lilo mtint, obviously. haTo 1 
dwp Itr-reoohing efTecta tlpcn ita 

gniwth in every way. Foe aUiieaphe», in 
thU catEe, itidudiia ill thof© many muu- 
ettees of ei^t and aoiiuil that eoa>s dp« 
iU opening inleniRMCo tmtn the oiutwind- 
ings ot ile efodte. "-‘o mar s«io tbeao up 
- ml I I y*’ ! ?** * baotiv ho me wheta ibo yfiun^f 
I^Bri9lVinA.'iOU<l7 KDKUlIH lU tlnn >CTKin» 
tiiroogh il* lovw. In llii!i ilbrisitan atmo- 
Mbece euinplft is *U, Kaiher and mother, 
by tberr wo^ and octioni., cm anknmr- 
irtcly monidiHj' the grourbig aimd td liMlr 
litUe child, who isN». Mtl bean and under- 
eUuda much snom lluo many Uiinh fiam 
itn florhewt ycortt. Itlroa eater the Jnlom 
inte]li;;anee and. tmamiution dtn-fog the 
tittle of the brain*! growth eiiiJ nunoln 
Ibfihs frturUfyinc long bc/ont ft haw the 
power cd Gpeecb. So the chlGl i» sllnntly 
dnvduplng fmen within imdrr lha iaHnenn) 
Mtiwapbere and Hvj pg «n|npla. 

Tne coUd ie olwrayi learning new tblm^, 
and It ia far pjii^a lo u3u} rare tbal theoe 
■re the right fhUi^. Itut there ia no need 
to dowTj to wliat we think le ite meiit«] 
!?'^f ‘ Tbn dignity end penwitialily td a 
bUu child kli<Kihi alwava he K^panlod eTi d 
rmpecteii. The indurnoce of the home 
atmoaphere and of whni we call diecipbiie 
UMirifis into eodi otbar. ’^aJhiiig h aJl a 
matter of wwpiiruir^ riphi habile. That will 
moelly cutne hj iimtatioR. u hinb, 
imder tha aLiacaphcrp of home, yhrmiid ms- 
tmofl lu the wnhoRh Rfrtli thore pteat in. 
Ilniw^ for good ahuuld work togeihar in 

a nug iba Htf-teanbin^ of the amwnw 
i and iiraponne ll for that i«ii^er *abuol 
of .Irfe. 

We li«vn nn Kpoce ij, which to cotudder 

nducation oi daolt with by klli^e Me^n to 
Ihia full ami fartito work, \V« l^«Vrt In 
pHnriplft that tlio wish to team 
H'lUi wbicb tha child ia l«m can lie taiwd 
«p to Uie will toiearu. li tbia wkb erwiU 
of, ^ in, ibn cdiild ia token by ilte teicber 
^ thu KUiiling 04# of hi* wnri It will leaif 
him arignt. rbildrau all loom iMaut when 
may am noi cwmckiudy bnine ft 

Momria oiul icOcberi wwtuld iwly irt.rli 
tofielJiwr gn tins baain of Ihnir cfuiiuititt 
oHiio to jiai iLnawlffilga , the wlmla 
or edueotkiu would wire itasd. 

F. W. 
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Philosophy of Edocatioe 


An Eisnr TawattIji tlte PlillosdiihT cit 
EdarntJon, hy C harlot tg M. XIason. 
I^ondon : K«^an FauL 10a, 6d. net. 

T he last contribution of Miss 
Mason, the founder in England 
in 1SS7 of the Parents' National 
Educational Union, to the subject to 
which her life had been devoted, 
has Just been published by her exec- 
utors, Some will doubtless carp at 
the title of a "philosophy" of educa-^ 
tion* Some will aay, and with jus- 
tice, that there la much repetition. 
The book baa been piinted without 
thorough revision and compression; 
no doubt the executors were guided 
more by respect and esteem than by 
hard-headed business considera- 
tions. 

Some of the pundits Will say, as 
they have said In the paet, that Miss | 
Mason’s ideal k practicable only for 
children of the well-to-do. They ynll 
he overlooking the fact, more than, 
once repeated by her, that though 
her Ideas were in the first* instance 
conceived for home education In bet- 
ter class families, they were after- 
ward applied most successfully for 
Several years in the elementary 
^hool of a mining village in one of 
England's most backward coimttea. 
Since the foundation of the P, N. 
B- tJ, In 1887, her metboda have 
been Increasingly adopted until to- 
practiced in more than 
300 elementary schoola, as well as In | 
tnany homes and private schoola. 

Our errors in education, says Mias 
Mason, turn upon the coneeptioD we 
form of thought. ^'The theory which 
has mtered through to must teach- 
ers Implies the out-Df-date notion of 
the development of faculties, a no- 
tion which itself rests on the axiom 
that thought is no more than a fimc- 
tlon of the brain. 


schools and of the fatal siaadpolnt 
that it does not matter what a child 
learns, but only how he leams It. 
, . . What we want is a philosophy 
of education which. admitHus that 
thought ainne appeals to mitnli that 
thought begets thought, shall rele- 
gate to their proper subsidiary places 
&ll those sensory and muscular ac- 
tivities W'hich arc supposed to afford 
intellectual as well as physical tniu- 
ing. . , , The chief function of (du- 
catlDU Ja an eFtabUsbment of sich 
w-ays of thinking in children aa jsliali 
issue In good and youthful Uviig. 
clear thinking, msthedc enjoyment, 
and above all in the religious Ufe." 

Miss Mason says in effect: Build 
on the Innate desire of the child for 
knowledge. Do away with marks jusd 
prices, which arouse only wrong 
desires such as avarice and vanity, 
' Have DO fear that the literary lan- 
guage of good books will be a 
stumbling-block: "a delight Jn lit- 
erary form would appear to he 
native to children iiuti) their present 
system of education educates them 
out of it." Allow only a single read- 
ing. Going over the same ground 
again and again Is as effective a 
method of producing lethargy as are 
long-winded explanations. As a sin- 
gle reading becomes the tradition, 
attention will increase* subject mat- 
ter will be better remembered and at 
the eame time the question of disci- 
pline will solve itself. 

The system secures attention, in- 
terest. concentration without effort 
an the part of teacher or taught, and 
children thus educated have re- 
aponded in a surprising way, devel- 
oping capacity, character, initiative, 
and a sense of responHibllity, Out* 
sifleffl have been astontahed at the 
resultB so obtained, and pupils at 
schools adopting the system fullyl 


. , , . This latter In Its j 

rtculi“ orLM«H® a perceptible increase 

rtcula provided lu moat ol our I capacity within a very abort time 
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EDUCATION 

AN ESSAY TOWARDS A PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION f A LIBERAL 
Education for all. % Chaiilotte m. mason. k«^ Pmi. loj^ cj. 


T wo VDiM are there,’' m a Ltc nesnber of St. Johns <^c^e, Camhrtdee, 
did not Iiiil to remark, and later had the remark numed ag^nst him by a King's 
man. ^Vjthaut admitiing the duaiily of utterance as a general tmih, Vk'c can at least 
agree that in cducatiop there are two voices with a i^g<ance. One is the voice of 
those who profess and call thansetvea tducstionkts, the other the voice of those who 
make our Ijrwa, and give (at length) their reasons for the same. Both kinds of utter, 
once shonld be chronicled for the ediftralion of our posterity . 

Jn the House of Commons recently. Sir Alfred Butt, a genilenuui not unagsociated 
^th places of smusement, 

asked whether insmiction in the addressing of kltcm, the ruc of the Port Office Djrec. 
toiy, the use of the telephone, the giving of change, and other simple duties of business 
life, is given in eCenumiary schools in Lcndun and other large towns. (A'etc irehool^ 
«iiir/ee, Marfh^ r^a^). 

You see ? We need not discuss whether instruction in these activities should or 
should not be given ; the important fact is the spirit behind the demand. Sir Alfred 
Butt dcmarids that tlie instiruetiori ^ven to children shall be good for him, whether 
it is good for them being unimportant. In short, he dcmxndH that demmtary educa- 
tion, that is, education up to the age of fourteen, shall be directed towards the making 
of oflice boys. 

Now the ” simple duties of busings life " must be learned in busimss, and cannot 
be lesamed anywhere cUe. Likewise the simple duties of a plumber’s life must be 
learned Ln a plumber’s shop, and cannot be learned anywhere else. We must be very 
sharp with the people who Uiink that the early stages of schooling shordd, or can, 
be used for the production of premature clcrL«r and mecbanics. People like Sir Alfred 
Butt are ustisfly ve^ hard on the skilled workers hecaose they appear unwiLUng to 
take apprentices. Sir Alfred BtiU is equally unwilling. He wants other people to do 
the troubitsome prt of the job for him , and present him with the hnished article. 
The tsnpIcLyer^s, like the uncmployEd, arc unwilling to work— if they can get com- 
fortably out of it. 

Teachers themselves are liable to Sir AUied Butt's complaint. If they specialise 
in some school " subject, *' as Sir Alfred Butt apccialises in business, they capect to 
find pupik fully prepared for them in the art of note-taking, or reading, or observing, 
or calculating, and they grumble bitterly wbca they have lo contribute their own part 
to the general apprenticeship. You can almott hear them saying, iDvc these boys 

been given Instruction Ln the simple duties of sciciit ific life 3 * 

Can be subslitutied according to taate.) ’ 

One other Icgishidvc utterance needs nothing but bi ire 

poll Its perfection. The vrav«i rviT m Discussion would 


' (Any other — ic ' 


spoil its perfection. The gravesVerinrSnd " 

But, terrible as the evil is, WC need not dcs^^'oSc 
covered by q Noble Urd. On March iS lo-e fun,. k ^ ^ 

^on.) B„bury cltri.rtd in the hI.!, e[ 

«l«nentaty school,. An 

dreii ^ “ "> *hon'n »<*ool life. Lei the chil- 

>■>‘1 l« l«ve «rUer to praetise it. 
to m to Wcgpther tipt the little feliow, erj 

ha Bov as in tK A factories cry for little drildren to come in and be 

"I’’ T“; Lo«l Benbuiy I Don’t be nfrjid of 

" T , ''“"K ‘•’otoOEhlj. Ln u, be ime to the Weei, of 

1 « rte Crv olthe ChildrenTS e^n'i. 

uf the *?**^f!!i* frtmi tile flllimciaj heights of I.eOrd Banbury' to ihc mere ideals 

raise (heRtanei^ 1 ^Isson Was a remarkable woman w'ho did much to 

earlier Kv practical education. She insisted on the doctrine enundat^ 

do dtat wc evi^rcSlv^ delightful paragraph, that it is only by liking what we 
likinp into a t Jiiiything. Mies Mason went further. She organised 

her woS^^^nri!I-lt"h ^ daily life uf the class room. The spirit of 

beneficent, and it came like a breeze from the hills into the 
mentarv ®=hMls She taught the Code-btmnd tmchcm how even ele- 

ctaMt»a»r*ri liboraliacd. Our moneyed dosses talk indigmintly of 

Thev arc wonn,;, ^n'k 1 war " as something devised by wicked trades unionista. 
and it Is bemi h ^ k '* begun iu the class rooms of the elementary schools, 

trad,dnu.i.^^ j ^ mon^,^ cla&^ Ihemselvcs. From the elementary sdioola our 
iov and i ^ iKUifrh everything that mokes for grace, beauty, 

they are nec % tradesmen I mean persons engaged in trade, whether 

CTOccni rall' money or newspapers or beer, or local fishmongers and 

chUtlren who^h bcu^lvcs *’ The Little Peddiington Chamber of Commerce.'' The 
educaunii nit ”^n* defrnuded of the humanising and civilising inRuenca of 
who told th gfnw Intu tile men who want 10 destroy the defrauders. Foulon, 

FouIqus Icarn*^tlf *° had grass stuffed into Ita dead mouth : ami yet our 

livir!^jin^'**k'* education is an atmwtphcre, a disciphne, and a foim of 

aa a orartJj-"i moke tbti the basfr of school work. How she worked it out 

be discuau-H h pFofcssional rather than of general intenest, and need not 

and r Thia, her last volume^ contaim matter that could be disputed, 

the *hoult| take »t for the g^ it cantuiru. The cUngexat 

Wnt. Baker P,tri» * ^thuikatic diaciples ore threatening to turn Mias Maaon into e, 
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Address of Journal. 


PARENTS AND 
EDUCATION 

Miss Mason’s fVork 

Silt,— May 1 say that 1 have read 
your artioie la the CathOEIC Hekald 
with gratitude and with apprcctaiion? 
Wc feel ihat you have done ihc work 
of the Union great service id caUing 
alien tioD 10 Miss Mason's work, and 
especially to her insistence on the im- 
portance of parents in the education 
of children, aiwl ibe yoluc ihat Miss Mason 
sets upon ihe use of living books and the 
right use ol language. 

1 iwondjcr^ niBy 1 one Or two poixils 
in connection wiih Chartoite Masonites 
would diseJalm any Idea of a special 
PJS^,U. method ”? Mih Mason fourwlrf 
her work here in IS9L at the ¥gc Pi in 
the hope of estohlbhiDS certain cducaimnal 
principles whkb she had pthered in thirty 
years' experience with children and young 
people, l»th in sehnols and at 0 training 
college. I cnclcisd a synopitis ol her educa- 
lional phitosaphy, because the practices to 
which you refer result from certain dis- 
coveries wiih regard to the nslure and the 
working of nund, the way of the wili " 
and ** ibe wny of the reoson." These dis- 
coveries she made in connection with hei 
study of children and the endowment that 
every child hrin|s into the world os a person, 
and his poKibUilks for good and For evil. 

Moreover, she inaiwcd that cbildrcrt musi 
not be deprived of any of iheir rights as 
rcfntds knowledge^ for any pcrsomil reasons 
on the part of the tnebert that knowledge 
in three kinds was due to all children^ 
knowledge of God, knowledge of man, and 
knowledge of the world — and that the omis- 
sion of any one oF these prevented the child 
from taking up his full inheritance and 
necessary prepamticin for life. 

Miss Msuson put the knowledge of Qod , 
first of all. for every child:, because, as all 
those who know child pen realise, they bring 
with them a natural affinity wUh matlers of 
the spirit, and quite small children show a 
comprehension of mauers that are often n 
problem Eo their cldert. 

She wrote many books, dealing with edu- 
cation at home, schooling, the dutics^ of 
parents m iheir position of deputed author- 
ity and a« inspirers. end Ourseivej, a book 
of Ethics for children from about twelve 
years ol4. Miss Mason also publiihcd a 
ccmnientary in verse upan the Gospels, tbc 
outcome of her Sunday medilatLons with 
her students, and when these vqIujucs 
appeared they were very highly reviewed in 
ihe 7'iihfrr. 

A few months afief she opened ihe 
” Farents' Union School'* she received the 
first siudenis in her iramlng college at 
Ambloaide. The college was founded in 
answer to a request for teachers trained in 
her method. 

Her last book, Aa Essay towards a 
^hUutufihy af E^it^€ar^o^^^ which she left 
unpubliihed at her dcaifi, gfva a series of 
chapicri, each one dealing with a clause of 
her cducatiorml philosophy. 

C. KiimiKa. 

The Parcnls' Union Sthool, A^fclctiile, 


